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of the bargain, he invited the Russian Minister cf Foreign
Affairs to a meeting at Count Berchtold's castle at Buchlau
in Moravia.
As the conversations between Izvolski and Aehrenthal
at Buchlau on September 15, 1908, took place without wit-
nesses or definite agreements in writing drawn up on the
spot, conflicting versions arose a few weeks later, when the
bargain did not turn out as had been anticipated. Izvolski
declared that he had been tricked and misrepresented.
But the facts can be stated with considerably certainty, on
the basis of what each Minister stated privately to third
parties within a few days.29 Izvolski assented to the Aus-
trian annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Aehren-
thal to the opening of the Straits to Russian ships of war.
Aehrenthal also promised to abandon his Sanjak railway
project and all intentions of extending Austrian influence
toward Salonica, and to withdraw the Austrian military
garrisons from the Sanjak of Novi Bazar. As these changes
modified important terms of the Treaty of Berlin, Izvolski
thought that they would have to be confirmed by a Con-
ference of the Powers which had signed the Treaty. To
this Aehrenthal apparently did not object at the time.
Less important points discussed and agreed upon were the
abolition of Austria's rights over the Montenegrin coast,
the annexation of Crete to Greece, and acquiescence in the
independence of Bulgaria, if Prince Ferdinand should
finally decide to proclaim himself full sovereign. The one
important matter which was not made definite, and gave
rise to endless and bitter controversy, was the date at which
these changes were to be made and published. Aehrenthal
claims to have told Izvolski explicitly that the annexation
of Bosnia would have to be made prior to the meeting of
the Austro-Hungarian Delegations, which was fixed for
October 8, when he would have to make a public state-
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